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a friend in Morana.

Here’s a dummied-up version of what Tom Morana’s mind is capable of when it comes
to spicing up the Mustang’s 3.8 V6. How about a 4.4-liter short-block topped by wildly
ported heads and a short-runner intake optimized for use with forced induction. He
also has notably less radical options. If you have a 3.8 in need of energizing, you have

Is yours too small? Dr. Morana says stroking it

helps. We’re talking about your 3.8 V6, silly.
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et’s face it: the Mustang’s 3.8-liter V6 is an overlooked

outcast when it comes to attracting aftermarket support.

Other than the odd blower kit, and a few available bits
that go upstream of the intake or downstream of the exhaust
ports, there’s generally not a whole lot out there to liven up
those hundreds of thousands of base Mustangs roaming the
planet. But fear not, six fiends, one man and his company spe-
cializes in the 3.8, and delve way beyond the bolt-ons to push
the envelope of its performance. The man is Tom Morana, and
his company is Morana Racing/Affordable Performance
(moranav6racing.com), a place that is not afraid to mess with

six-cylinder mechanical innards. Morana is a huge fan of the
iron-block/aluminum-head 3.8, and is, quite frankly, so
obsessed with powering up both it and the 3.0 V6 that he is
gradually trying to eliminate most other types of powerplants
from his engine building and machining business.

I’s that extensive machining and assembly background that
has given Morana an encyclopedic knowledge of such arcane
data as rod lengths, journal diameter, compression heights, and
rod/stroke ratios, and allowed him to concoct a horde of afford-
able stroker combinations for the 3.8, often based on off-the-
shelf or modified components from a variety of auto manufac-
turers. He has variants for normal or forced induction, race or
street use. His most recent experiments have resulted in no less
than a 4.4-liter stroker, built around an offset-ground version of







